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RETAINING WALL DETAILS (UP TO 4’ HIGH MEASURED FROM THE BOTTOM OF 
THE FOOTING TO THE TOP OF THE WALL) 

This information bulletin provides general information and guidance for the construction of retaining 
walls no more than 4 feet high measured from the bottom of the footing to the top of the wall and are 
exempt from building permit requirements. Retaining walls requiring building permits shall be 
engineered and require further plan review by building division.  Retaining walls shall comply with City’s 
Zoning Code regardless whether a permit is required or not.  
 
FIGURE 1 
 
 
  

Leave alternate head joint 
open or provide 3” weep 

holes 2 8” o.c. 

Gravel fill continuous 
8”x 8” 
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FIGURE 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL ZONING REQUIREMENTS  
Please contact the Planning Division for further information and obtain required approvals prior erecting 
a retaining wall that does not require building permit. 
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