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ACCESSIBILITY DETAILS FOR PLUMBING ELEMENTS AND FACILITITES 

11B-602 Drinking fountains 
11B-602.1 General. Drinking fountains shall comply with Sections 11B-307 and 11B-602. 
11B-602.2 Clear floor space. Units shall have a clear floor or ground space complying with Section 11B-305 positioned 
for a forward approach and centered on the unit. Knee and toe clearance complying with Section 11B-306 shall be 
provided. 

Exception: A parallel approach complying with Section 11B-305 shall be permitted at units for children's use where 
the spout is 30 inches (762 mm) maximum above the finish floor or ground and is 3½ inches (89 mm) maximum from 
the front edge of the unit, including bumpers. 

11B-602.3 Operable parts. Operable parts shall comply with Section 11B-309. The flow of water shall be activated by a 
manually operated system that is front mounted or side mounted and located within 6 inches (152 mm) of the front 
edge of the fountain or an automatic electronically controlled device. 
11B-602.4 Spout height. Spout outlets shall be 36 inches (914 mm) maximum above the finish floor or ground. 
11B-602.5 Spout location. The spout shall be located 15 inches (381 mm) minimum from the vertical support and 5 
inches (127 mm) maximum from the front edge of the unit, including bumpers. 
11B-602.6 Water flow. The spout shall provide a flow of water 4 inches (102 mm) high minimum and shall be located 
5 inches (127 mm) maximum from the front of the unit. The angle of the water stream shall be measured horizontally 
relative to the front face of the unit. Where spouts are located less than 3 inches (76 mm) of the front of the unit, the angle 
of the water stream shall be 30 degrees maximum. Where spouts are located between 3 inches (76 mm) and 5 inches 
(127 mm) maximum from the front of the unit, the angle of the water stream shall be 15 degrees maximum. 
11B-602.7 Drinking fountains for standing persons. Spout 
outlets of drinking fountains for standing persons shall be 38 
inches (965 mm) minimum and 43 inches (1092 mm) maxi- 
mum above the finish floor or ground. 
11B-602.8 Depth. Wall- and post-mounted cantilevered 
drinking fountains shall be 18 inches (457 mm) minimum and 19 
inches (483 mm) maximum in depth. 
11B-602.9 Pedestrian protection. All drinking fountains shall 
either be located completely within alcoves, positioned 
completely between wing walls, or otherwise positioned so as not 
to encroach into pedestrian ways. The protected area within 
which a drinking fountain is located shall be 32 inches (813 mm) 
wide minimum and 18 inches (457 mm) deep mini- mum, and 
shall comply with Section 11B-305.7. When used, wing walls or 
barriers shall project horizontally at least as far as the drinking 
fountain and to within 6 inches (152 mm) vertically from the 
floor or ground surface. 
 
 

 

FIGURE 11-B-602.5 DRINKING 
FOUNTAIN SPOUT LOCATION  
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11B-603 Toilet and bathing rooms 
11B-603.1 General. Toilet and bathing rooms shall comply with Section 11B-603. 
11B-603.2 Clearances. Clearances shall comply with Section 11B-603.2. 

11B-603.2.1 Turning space. Turning space complying with Section 11B-304 shall be provided within the room. 
11B-603.2.2 Overlap. Required clear floor spaces, clearance at fixtures, and turning space shall be permitted to 
overlap. 
11B-603.2.3 Door swing. Doors shall not swing into the clear floor space or clearance required for any fixture. 
Other than the door to the accessible water closet compartment, a door in any position, may encroach into the 
turning space by 12 inches (305 mm) maximum. 

Exceptions: 
1. Reserved. 
2. Where the toilet room or bathing room is for individual use and a clear floor space complying with Section 11B-

305.3 is provided within the room beyond the arc of the door swing, doors shall be permitted to swing into 
the clear floor space or clearance required for any fixture. 

11B-603.3 Mirrors. Mirrors located above lavatories or countertops shall be installed with the bottom edge of the 
reflecting surface 40 inches (1016 mm) maximum above the finish floor or ground. Mirrors not located above lavatories 
or countertops shall be installed with the bottom edge of the reflecting surface 35 inches (889 mm) maximum 
above the finish floor or ground. 
11B-603.4 Coat hooks, shelves and medicine cabinets. Coat hooks shall be located within one of the reach ranges  
specified in Section 11B-308. Shelves shall be located 40 inches (1016 mm) minimum and 48 inches (1219 mm) 
maximum above the finish floor. Medicine cabinets shall be located with a usable shelf no higher than 44 inches (1118 
mm) maximum above the finish floor. 
11B-603.5 Accessories. Where towel or sanitary napkin dispensers, waste receptacles, or other accessories are provided in 
toilet facilities, at least one of each type shall be located on an accessible route. All operable parts, including coin slots, 
shall be 40 inches (1016 mm) maximum above the finish floor. 
11B-603.6 Guest room toilet and bathing rooms. Toilet and bathing rooms within guest rooms that are not required 
to provide mobility features complying with Section 11B-806.2 shall provide all toilet and bathing fixtures in a location 
that allows a person using a wheelchair measuring 30 inches by 48 inches (762 mm by 1219 mm) to touch the 
wheelchair to any lavatory, urinal, water closet, tub, sauna, shower stall and any other similar sanitary installation, if 
provided. 
11B-604 Water closets and toilet compartments 
11B-604.1 General. Water closets and toilet compartments shall comply with Sections 11B-604.2 through 11B-604.8. 

Exception: Water closets and toilet compartments for children's use shall be permitted to comply with Section 11B-
604.9. 

11B-604.2 Location. The water closet shall be positioned with a wall or partition to the rear and to one side. The 
center- line of the water closet shall be 17 inches (432 mm) minimum to 18 inches (457 mm) maximum from the side wall 
or partition, except that the water closet shall be 17 inches (432 mm) minimum and 19 inches (483 mm) maximum from 
the side wall or partition in the ambulatory accessible toilet compartment specified in Section 11B-604.8.2. Water 
closets shall be arranged for a left-hand or right hand approach. 
11B-604.3.1 Size. Clearance around a water closet shall be 
60 inches (1524 mm) minimum measured perpendicular from the side wall and 56 inches (1422 mm) minimum 
measured perpendicular from the rear wall. A minimum 60 inches (1524 mm) wide and 48 inches (1219 mm) deep  
maneuvering space shall be provided in front of the water closet. 
11B-604.3.2 Overlap. The required clearance around the 
water closet shall be permitted to overlap the water closet, associated grab bars, dispensers, sanitary napkin disposal 
units, coat hooks, shelves, accessible routes, clear floor space and clearances required at other fixtures, and the 
turning space. No other fixtures or obstructions shall be located within the required water closet clearance. 

Exception: In residential dwelling units, a lavatory complying with Section 11B-606 shall be permitted on the rear 
wall 18 inches (457 mm) minimum from the water closet centerline where the clearance at the water closet is 66 
inches (1676 mm) minimum measured perpendicular from the rear wall. 
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11B-604.4 Seats. The seat height of a water closet above the finish floor shall be 17 inches (432 mm) minimum and 19 
inches (483 mm) maximum measured to the top of the seat. Seats shall not be sprung to return to a lifted position. 
Seats shall be 2 inches (51 mm) high maximum. 

Exceptions: 
3. Reserved. 
4. In residential dwelling units, the height of water closets shall be permitted to be 15 inches (381 mm) minimum 

and 19 inches (483 mm) maximum above the finish floor measured to the top of the seat. 
3. A 3-inch (76 mm) high seat shall be permitted only in alterations where the existing fixture is less than 15 inches 

(381 mm) high. 
11B-604.5 Grab bars. Grab bars for water closets shall com- ply with Section 11B-609. Grab bars shall be provided on the 
side wall closest to the water closet and on the rear wall. 
Where separate grab bars are required on adjacent walls at a 
common mounting height, an L-shaped grab bar meeting the 
dimensional requirements of Sections 11B-604.5.1 and 11B- 
604.5.2 shall be permitted. 

Exceptions: 
1. Reserved. 
2. In residential dwelling units, grab bars shall not be 

required to be installed in toilet or bathrooms pro- 
vided that reinforcement has been installed in walls 
and located so as to permit the installation of grab 
bars complying with Section 11B-604.5. 

3. In detention or correction facilities, grab bars shall 
not be required to be installed in housing or holding 
cells that are specially designed without protrusions 
for purposes of suicide prevention. 

11B-604.5.1 Side wall. The side wall grab bar shall be 42 
inches (1067 mm) long minimum, located 12 inches (305 
mm) maximum from the rear wall and extending 54 inches 
(1372 mm) minimum from the rear wall with the front end positioned 24 inches (610 mm) minimum in front of the 
water closet. 

 
11B-604.5.2 Rear wall. The rear wall grab bar shall be 36 inches (914 mm) long minimum and extend from the centerline 

of the water closet 12 inches (305 mm) minimum 
on one side and 24 inches (610 mm) minimum 
on the other side. 
     Exceptions: 
1. The rear grab bar shall be permitted 
to be 24 inches (610 mm) long minimum, 
centered on the water closet, where wall space 
does not permit a length of 36 inches (914 mm) 
minimum due to the location of a recessed 
fixture adjacent to the water closet. 
2. Where an administrative authority 
requires flush controls for flush valves to be 
located in a position that conflicts with the 
location of the rear grab bar, then the rear grab 
bar shall be permitted to be split or shifted to 
the open side of the toilet area. 

 
 
 

FIGURE 11B-604.5.2 REAR WALL GRAB BAR AT 
WATER CLOSETS  
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